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Far days thereafter the people .af

.all—¥ald and young, dogs and horses,"
.a8:Bamaon was wont to say—the pride
and bope of the little cabln willage,
was breaking down under hia grief.
He seemed to care no mone far work
_4r atody.or friendship. He wandered
«out in the woods and upon the prairies
- malone. Many feared that he wenld
dnse hiz raagon.
. There wae a wise and merry-hearted
man who lived & mile or so from the
willage. His pame was Bowlin Green
Ihase days when ove of middle age
- had esiablished himseif in the affee-
" tlops of & community, its members had
' way of adoptiog him. So Mr. Green
| been adopted Into many familles
‘fiom Beardstown to Springfleld. He
‘Was avarybody's “Uncle Bowlln.," He
had s moat ynusual ¢lrcumference and
. the strength to canry.it. His ruddy
¢heaks and cwrling lecks and kindly

; he could kindle a. fire
and string, a pine stick
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Some time later Bowlin Green gave

Sameon thls brief account of what!
happened in and about the cabin: |
“He wouldn't eat anything. He
wanted to go down to the river for a’
dip, and I went with him, When we
got back, I induced him to take off his
clothes and get into bed, He was fast
asleep In ten minutes. When night
came I went up the ladder to bed. He,
was stlll asleep when I came down In
the morning. I went out and did my
chores. Then I cut twe venlson
steaks, each about the size o' my hand,
and a half moon of bacon. I pounded
the venison to pulp with a little salt
and bacon mixed In. I put it on the
broller and over a bed o' hickory coals.
I got the coffee Into the pot and up
next to the fire and some potatoes In
the ashes. I basted a bird with bacon
sirips and put it Into the roaster and
#et it back o' the brolling bed. Thea
i made some biscults and put 'em
into the oven. I tell you, in a little
while the smell ¢’ that fireplace would
‘bave 'woke the dead—honest] Abe|
'‘began to stir. In a minute [ heard
‘him call:
“‘Spy, Uncle Bowlin, I'm gein' to
get up an' eat you out o' house and
home, I'm hungry and I feel like a
pew man, What time is ItY
“It'll be nine o'clock by the time
you're washed and dressed, I mays.
“‘Well, T declare,’ says he, T've had
about sixteen hours o' solld sleep. The
world looks better to me this mern-
ing.
“At the table I told him a story:and
got a little laugh out of him. He
stayed with me three weeks, choring
around the place and tuking ¥t ‘easy.
He read all the books 1 had, umill-you
and: Doc Allen came with fthe law
books. Then he pitched Into them. 1
think he has changed a goodl deal sinee;
Ann dled. He talks a lot :about God!
and the hereafter.” |
In October young Mr. Lincoln re-'
turned to his surveying, and in the
last month of the year to ¥andalla for
an extra sesslon of the leglsiature,
where he took a stand against the con.
ventlon system of nomimating candl-
dates for publle office. Bamson went'
to Vandalia for a visit with him and
to see the place before the sesslon end-
ed. The next year, in 4 letter to his
brother, ‘he says: v
“Vandalla is a small, crude village.
It has a strong flaver of whisky, pro-
fanity and tobacco, The night after
I got there I went te & banquet with
Abe Lincoln. Heard a lot ‘ebout the
dam nigger-loving Yankees who were
trying to ruin the state :and eountry
with abolition. Theve were some
stories llke those we used to hear in’
the lumber camp, and oo end of pow.|
erful talk, in which the names of God
and the Savior were roughly handled.
A few of the statesmen get drunk, and
after the dinner wag over two.of them'
Jumped on the table and danced dowm
the whole length of i, shattering
plates and cups and smmcers and
glasses, ~-Nobody seemed t0 be .uble
to stop them. I hear that they had to
pay several hundred dollarg for the
damage done. You will be apt 4o think

" pthat there Is too much ilberty here in

ithe West, and perhaps that is 6o, (hut
(the fact is these men are nat half so
bad as they seem to be. Linoola telly
yme that they are honest, almost -tol.l
man, and sincerely devoted to the pub-
flic good as they see it. 1 asked Abe
iLincoln, who all his life has associated’
with rough-tongued, drinking men,
thew he managed to hold his owm'
«ourse and keep his talk and habits L)
clean. i
“‘Why, the fact is,' sald he, ‘I have
asseclated with the people who lived
atound me only part of the time, but I
have mever stopped” assoclating with!
myself and with Washington and Clay|
and Webster and Shakespeare and
Burns and DeFoe and Scott and
Blacksione and Parsons. On the
whole, I've been In pretty good con-I
mnr‘n .
“He has not yet accomplished much
in the leglalature. I don't think that
he will untd some big Issue comes
along. ‘Tm not much of a hand at
honting squirrels, he sald to me the
other day. “Wait till I see a bear.! The
people of Vandalla and Springfleld
have never seen him yet. They don't
know him as I'do. But they all re-
spect him—just for his good-fellow-
ship, honesty and decency. I guess
that every fellow with a foul mouth
hates himself for It and envies the
man who Isn't like him, They begin.
to see his skill as a politielan, which
hag shown itself in the passage of A
Bill removisig” the ‘eapital to Spring:|
| fleld. Abe Lincoln was the man who
:' put it through, But he has not yet un-
0 covered his best talents, Mark my
word, some day Lincoln will be a big

““The death of his sweetheart has
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organized socleties and up-
olding the right of property in slaves.
Suddenly Lincoln had come to a fork
in the road. Popularity, the urge of
many friends, the counsel of wealth

and power, and public opinion, the call
of good politics polnted in one direc
tion dMd the crowd went that way. It
was a stampede. Lincoln stood alone
The crowd beckoned,
but In valn. One man came back and
jolned him. It was Dan Btone, whe
was not a candidate for re-election.
His political career was ended. There
were three words on the sign-board
poluting toward the perllous and lone-
ly road that Lincoeln proposed to fol-
low. They were the words Justice and
Human Rights. Lincoln and Dan
Stone took that road In a protest, de-
claring that they "belleved the Institu-
tion of slavery was founded upon In-
justice and bad policy” Lincoln had
followed his consclence, Instead of the

i

|| erowd.

At twenty-eight years of age he had
safely passed the great danger point
In his career. The declaration at De-
catur, the speeches agalnst Douglas,
the miracle of turning 4,000,000 beasts
into 4,000,000 men, the sublime utter-
ance at Gettysburg, the wise parables,
the second inaugural, the Innumerable
acts of mercy, all of which Hfted him
into undying fame, were mow possible.
Henceforth he was to go ferward with
the growing approval of his own spirit
and the faver of God.

BOOK THREE
'G’HAFT—;; XVIl.

Wherdin ‘Young: Mr. Lincoln Betrays
Ignorance of Twa Highly Important
Subjects.

They were svomen and finance. Until

of his friendship, women had been
wont to regard him with a riant curi-
ogity. He had heen aware of thls, and
for years had avolded women, save
those of old acquaintance. When he
lived at the tavern in the village, often
he had gone without a meal rather
than expose himself to the eyes of
strange women., The reason for this
was well understood by those who knew
him. [The young man was an exceed-
Ingly sensitive human belng. No
doubt ‘he had suffered more than any
one kmew from ill-concealed ridicule,
but he had been able to bear it with
«composure in his callow youth, Later
nothing rroused his anger 1lke -an at-
tempt stoirldicule him,

Two women he had regarded with
great tenderness—his foster mother,
the second wife .of Thomas Lincoln,
and .Aon ‘Rutledge. Others bhad been
to him, mostly, delightful but Inscru-
table ‘belngs, The company @f women
and .of -dollars ‘had been equeily unfa-
miliar 40 .him. He had sald more than
“onoce in s young manhood that he felt
smbarrassed in the presence .of.either,
and lmew mot quite how to 'behave
himsslf—an exaggeration dn which
there was no small amount .of 4ruth.

dn 1836 the middle frontler kad en-
tered upan .a slongular phase of its de-
yelopment. Hmigrants from the 'East
and South and from overseas had heen
pouring lmto it, The summer before
the lake and river steamers had been
enowded with them, and thelr wagons
had come W long processions owt of
the East. Ohlcage had begun its phel
memenal grewth. A frenszled specula-
tion In town #ofs had been under way
in that cemmanity singe the autumn
of '85. It was spreading through the
state. lmaginary citles were laid out
on the lonely prairies and all the cor-
ner lots sold te eager buyers and pald
for with promises. Milllons of conver-
satlonal, promissory dollars, based
upon the gold at the feot of the rain-
bow, were changing hands day by day,
The legislature, with an empty treas-
ury behind it, voted twelve miliions for"
river Improvements and Imaginary
raliroads and canals, for whieh peither
surveys nor egtimates had been made,
to serve the dream-bullt cities of the
speculator. If Mr. Lincoln had had
more experience in the getting and use
of dollars and more acquaintance with
the shrinking timidity of large sums,
he would have tried to dissipate these
flluslons of grandeur. But he went
with the crowd, every member of
which had a like inexperience;

In the mldst of the session Samson
Traylor arrived In Vandalia on his
visit to Mr, Lincoln, . |

“I have sold my farm,” sald Samson [
to his old friend the evening of his ar- |

\

“Did you get a good price?’ Mr, Lin-
coln afked.

*All that my consclence would allow
me to take,” said Samson. ‘“The man '
offered me three dollars an acre In
cash and ten dollars In mnotes, We
eompl:omlued on_gseyen dollars, all
cash.’ =

.."What are you going to do now that

. “I'was thiking of golng up te Taze-

well county.”

_“Why. den't. you go to the growing
d_prosperous town of Bpringfie

%0 will L It {§ going to

- L

There were two subjects of which
Mr. Lincoln had little understanding. |
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blstory will live in Springfleld. You
must come and help. I shall need your
friendghip, your wisdom and your sym-
pathy, I shall want to sit often by
your fireside, You'll ind a good school
thera for the children. If you'll think
of it seriously I'll try to get you Into
the public service.”

“We need you plenty,” Samson am-
swered, “We kind o' think o' you as
one o' the family. I'll talk it over with
Sarah and see. Never mind the job.
If I keep you behavin' yourself, it'll be
Job enough. Anyway, I guess we can
manage to get along."”

“T've had a talk with Stuart and
have some good news for Harry and
Bim," gald young Mr, Lincoln. “Stuart

interested in each other?”

“He's llke most eof the Yankees.
‘Orfee he gets set, it's hard to change
ihim, The Kelsos have moved to Chl-
cago, and I don't know how Bim
wtands, If Harry knews, he hasn't
#ald a word to us about it."

“I'm Interested in that little ro-
mance,” sald the leglslator. “It's our
duty to do what we can to secure the
happiness of these young lovers. Tell
Harry to come over here, I vant to
talk with him."”

(To be continued)
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thinks she can get a divorce under the |
law of 1827. I suppose they are still ®
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Sunday School

' Lesson

(By REV. P. B. FITZWATER, D. D,
her of English Bible in the Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago.)

(@®, 1921, Wesatern Newepaper Unlon,)

LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 11

PAUL IN ATHENS,

LEBSSON TEXT—Acts 17:18-84.
GOLDEN TEXT—In him we live, and
move, and have our belng.—Acts 17:28,
CH MATERIAL—Luke 4:16-

PRIMARY TOPIC~FPaul Telling the
Peopls about God.

JUNIOR TOPIC—Paul in Athens.

INTERMEDIATE AND S8ENIOR TOPIC
~In & Famous Greek City.

YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULT TOPIC
—Paul in & Center of Learning. Being
Driven from Berea, Paul Fled to Athens

I. The
(v. 16).

Athens was the intellectunl metrop-
olls of the world at that time, the
home of the world's great eloquence
and philosophy. Paul's gpirit was
stirred within him when he saw the
city wholly glven to Idolatry,

Il, The Parties Concerned (vv. 17-
),

True to his usual custom Paul went
into the Jewlsh synagogue and entered
Into earnest argument with the Jews.
From them he turned to such as were
found In the market place, Here he
came Into tonch with the Eplcurean
and Btolc philosophers, The former
were athelstic materlallets, They de-
nled the doctrine of Creation. They
gave themselves up to sensual In-
dulgences since they had no idea of
future judgment. The latter were
panthelsts,. 'When they heard the
jpreaching of Paul they desired to
know what new doctrine he preached,
g0 they mvited him to the Areopagus
where he might speak to them of his
new doctrine. They Inquired as to
what this “babbler” might say. The
word “babbler” means literally “seed-
plcker.”

IIl. Paul’'s Address on Mars' Hill
(vv. 28-81). i

1. The Introduction (vv. 22, 28). He
did not accuse them of “superstition”
a8 the A. V. would make It, but as In
the Am. R. V, he Introduces his dis-
course In a courteous.and concillatory
manner, stating that he percelved that
they were very religions, This he ex-
plained by stating that ag he was view-
Ing thelr city he beheld an altar with
ption “To the Unknown God.”

Idolatry of the Athenians

their actions.—Fepelon. fon. .

I!dola{ry.

2, The body of his discourse (vv.
24-31).

(1) A declaratlon concerning God
(ve. 24, 25). (a) He created the
material universe (v. 24). This was a
direct hlow at the philosophy of both
the Eplcureans and the Stoles. He dld
not attempt to prove the exlstence of
God; It needs no proof. The Bible
everywhere assumes the existence of
a divine being, (b) His spirituality
and Immensity (vv. 24, 25). He Is
not served with "men's hands as
though he needed anything,” nelther
is He confined by any sort of religlous
temple. Being essentially spiritual
He demahds heart-service, and being
transcendent above all He is not con-
fined to earthly temples. (¢) His ac-
tive providence (v. 25), He gives ex-
Istence, bestows needed gifts, and as
goverelgn directs all things,

(2) Declaration concerning man (vv,
26-81). (a) His common origin (v. 28),
This was a blow at the foolish Athen-
lan pride which supposed that they
were superior to all other people. This
proposltion he proved from thelr own
literature (see v. 28)., If men are the
offspring of God and bear His like-
ness it Is utter folly to make images
as the genselesy Idols were, (b) Na-
tions have thelr place by the sov-
ereign purpose of God (v. 26). The
position and mission of each nation In
of God's appointment. (¢) Men should
‘seek God (v, 28). His goodness and
grace In sapplying all our needs, and
ordering even the affairs of the na-
tlons should move man to see and seek
God, for He 13 Indeed very near to
every one; so near that our existence
and movements are all nnder His con-
trol (v. 27). (d) Pressing obligation
to repent (vv. 80, 81). This was his
supreme message. Though God had
formerly passed over idolatry. He now
calls to all men to repent. The solemn
reason for such action s the coming
day of judgment, the credential of
which is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead. The judgment
of God of an unbelieving world Is as
#ure as this fact. Men will be judged
on the basls of thelr attitude toward
Jesns Christ,

IV. Result of Pauls Preaching (vv.
82-84).

1. Some mocked (v, 82).

2. Some procrastinated (v. 82),

8. Some belleved (v. 34),

All to God,
You should frequently arouse withe
In yourself the desire to give to God
all the faculties of your soul—that s,
of your mind, to know Him snd think
of Him, and of your will, to love Him;
and further seek to consecrate all
your outward senses to Him [n all
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